








Y

WORKSHOP

ICT:
Solution for a low-
carbon economy?

Moderator: Martin Porter
Managing Director, The Centre
Speakers: Viviane Reding

European Commissioner for Information Society and Media
Tim Cowen

Commercial Director and Legal Counsel, BT Global Services
Francesco Serafini

Senior Vice President, Managing Director, HP EMEA

Dr. Craig Barrett

Chairman of the Board, Intel

Hakan Eriksson

Senior Vice President, CTO, Ericsson

Dennis Pamlin

Global Policy Adviser, WWF

European Information Society and Media Commissioner Viviane
Reding was enthusiastic about cutting the ICT industry's car-
bon footprint. “The European Commission has decided to take
the lead. We will not meet our targets if we don’t,” she stated

unequivocally when opening the workshop.

She compared the EU's system with that of
the US - across the Atlantic. According to Red-
ing, the private sector was driving the agenda,
while in Europe the driver was the public sector.
Praising global corporation British Telecom
for achieving a 60 percent reduction in carbon
emissions, she added that the Commission had
invested heavily in research.

“We are really investing in European re-

search, as are individual member states
and universities, and that research is being
applied to innovation and programmes,” she
explained.

BT's Commercial Director Tim Cowen said
that energy efficiency was a question not
only of renewables but also of people's
energy: "We are wrapping ourselves up
in misery about the problems rather than
hearing about positive energy issues and
ideas.” Cowen supported Lliberalisation
and the opening up of the telecoms mar-
ket, saying that this had allowed BT to
purchase energy from renewable sources.

“People see green energy as costly, but that

is not necessarily the case.” He compared
telecommunications with transport, saying
that modern remote-conference facilities
could reduce the need for travel.

Francesco Serafini, HP EMEA Senior Vice-
President and Managing Director, said that the key
to the energy debate was how companies could
work with other parts of industry. “We must not
only invest but also work together,” he said.
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Intel Board Chairman Dr. Craig Barrett said that reducing en-
ergy use was “anti-inflationary”. His message: Technology has
made enormous advances in reducing energy use and can do
more. But he warned that the best approach was to assist the

“big polluters”.

“The big polluters are houses and cars with smart controls we

can help them to use less gas and less heat.” He added that
there was a real need to adopt policies based on facts, explain-
ing, for example, that corn-based ethanol was not necessarily
a benefit for the environment. “We should recognize that some
of the solutions are energy sinks,” he added.

Ericsson Senior Vice-President Hadkan Eriksson said that
his industry was offering “much more for much less” in
terms of energy. But he warned of the danger that meas-
ures to reduce energy-use might not be readily adopted.

“We should check that, while we may have taken the horse to

water, there is actually water to drink. We must be certain
that the infrastructure is in place.”

WWEF Climate and Business Policy Officer Dennis Pamlin de-
scribed the steeland heavyindustry sectorasthe real polluters.

"The media have not yet woken up. Governments are also trying

to stop things rather than open up things.” He stressed that
business had a moral obligation to make a lot of money to allow
the world to move away from coal and oil. “Profit is the way to
drive innovation. Some people may suffer and scream a bit but
that is the only way forward,” he stressed.
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Is the world ready for
a nuclear renaissance?

Moderator: Giles Merritt

Editor, Europe’s World

Speakers: Dr. Gerd Leipold
Executive Director, Greenpeace International
Jean-Pol Poncelet
Adviser to CEO, Areva Group
Juha Rantanen
CEO, Outokumpu
Dr. Roland Schenkel
Director General, Joint Research Centre
Prof. Jean-Pascal van Ypersele

Professor of Climatology and Environmental Sciences
at the Université Catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve

In the words of one panellist, the nuclear issue had been “de-
bated over and over” yet still had many unresolved questions
such as waste, security and the "“moral dilemma”, all of which
were debated in this lively discussion.

Referring to the “strangely titled” workshop, Greenpeace In-
ternational Executive Director Dr. Gerd Leipold was adamant
that behind the interest in nuclear power lay “an interest in
nuclear weapons”. Focusing on the moral and security issues,

he stressed that climate change should
not be used as an excuse to change the at-
titude towards nuclear. “We need an energy
revolution,” he said. “We need to look dif-
ferently at how we produce energy; it is not
just about producing more to meet growing
demand. We need energy efficiency, and we
need to focus on energy services.”

“What is at stake in the nuclear debate?”

asked Areva Group CEO Adviser Jean-Pol
Poncelet, before outlining statistics relating
to power plants and electricity production
globally. With these figures in mind, he
continued, it was important to have a work-
able international framework in place to
ensure that nuclear remains a safe energy
source. "Research and development is key
to the continuing future of the industry,” he
concluded.

Moving away from production, Outokumpu
CEO Juha Rantanen focused his attention
mainly on the issue of safe waste disposal. As
fossil-fuel generated power plants were “near
the end of their economic lives, nuclearis in
a better position to help the world meet its
energy needs. CO, must be reduced, and we
must also reduce our demands for imports,”
he said, adding that nuclear power would
bring a “predictable price” to the market. The
waste hazard, he conceded, still had to be
adequately addressed, but, referring to his
native Finland, he argued that burial could
be a successful option, particularly in places
with no risk of geological instability.

Europe needed to develop an energy road map, “a vision for the
future” that included nuclear, maintained Dr. Roland Schenkel,
Director-General of the Joint Research Centre. He agreed
with Juha Rantanen that “more modern waste-management
options are needed, such as reprocessing and recycling”.
The benefits, he insisted, were lower carbon emissions, the
ability to have an internal supply chain, as well as wider
energy use in industrial applications, such as in hydrogen
production, for example

In the long term, the world needed to reach many energy
objectives, such as the climate challenge and access to basic
needs, said Prof. Jean-Pascal van Ypersele, Professor of
Climatology and Environmental Sciences at the Université
Catholique de Louvain-La-Neuve, before warning that “sus-
tainable development is much more than cheap electricity
and low-carbon technology at any cost.” The risks with
nuclear, he continued, include terrorism, geopolitics and
global infrastructure. "All sectors have the potential to con-
tribute to the debate,” he maintained, adding that the sun's
potential as an energy source remained under-developed.

“We could see the transition of the world's energy system

towards a solar-based system in the future. Research and
development is capturing the potential of the solar flow. We
should not repeat the mistakes of the past.”
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